
 

Dear Parents, 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to school, and welcome to Buzzards Class! Miss Hemstead, Miss Gosling and 

I are very excited to be back in school and are really looking forward to having you all back 

with us too. It’s been a long time since the children have been together in school so it’s 

important to say that some children will be anxious about the return but I wanted to reassure 

you that lots of things are in place to make sure that school is the happy, caring, safe and 

vibrant place that it always is. We are going to have a very enjoyable year! 

Alongside this letter, you should receive a Topic Web which will detail all curriculum 

information, including what will be taught in each subject over the next term.  

Curriculum: 

This term’s question is ‘Who has changed our world?’ Buzzards will be focusing our history 

topic on The Vikings and what they did to influence life in the UK and other countries. 

For the first few days back in school, we will be studying a book 

called ‘Into the Forest’ by Anthony Browne. It is a beautiful story 

and will create lots of opportunities to discuss the return to 

school. 

 

The second book we will be studying is Odd and the Frost 

Giants by Neil Gaiman. This is a book about a Viking boy and he 

will enable the children to learn about the life of this boy as a 

Viking. We will also read some texts about the Vikings and the 

Norse Gods. 
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Our Values this term are ‘Respect’ and ‘Courage’. We will also be putting lots of things in 

place to help settle the children back into school life including a brand-new Wellbeing 

Curriculum based on ‘The 5 Ways to Wellbeing’. Our first focus is ‘Keep Learning’. Your child 

will be familiar with our three school rules of ‘Be Safe, Be Kind, Be Respectful’ but lots of 

time will also be devoted to introducing the children to new routines to help keep them safe. 

Times for these short sessions are detailed in an example timetable, which you should also 

be receiving alongside this letter. 

Lots of parents often ask me about ideas for books to read at home so there are some ideas 

of popular books for Year 4 at the end of this letter, in school, children choose books, from 

our class library that are appropriate to their reading ability and interest Children will be able 

to take books home but changing books will be dedicated to Mondays and Thursdays to 

ensure that books are not swapped between children unsafely. It is important that children 

have their books with them in school at all times so that they can continue reading their 

books in school too. 

Homework will be set each Friday and will need to be handed in the following Friday. It will be 

based on prior learning and used as a way of consolidating what the children have already 

been taught. It will consist of Times Tables, Grammar Skills and Reading. It is our 

expectation that the children read regularly at home; this should be recorded in the child’s 

Reading Record, which should be present in school each day too. 

PE will be taught on Tuesday afternoons. Children will need to come to school already 

dressed for PE on this day. The PE uniform is Blue/ Black Tracksuit Bottoms or Shorts, White 

PE Top, Blue or Black PE Track-Top or School Jumper, Trainers. We will be outside as much as 

possible for PE, weather permitting. 

Children will also need to bring in a refillable water bottle each day to ensure that they have 

safe access to water. Unfortunately, we are unable to use water fountains but our class has a 

drinking water tap for the children to use when needed.   

Finally, one last reminder that our school day will begin at 8:40 and children will enter 

through the class door near the Broadway entrance to the school. The day finishes at 3:15 

and children being collected will be brought to the back playground to ensure social 

distancing so please do not wait by the classroom door at pick up time. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All that’s left to say is that I am looking forward to welcoming back the children and am very 

excited about the year ahead. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me via the school 

office if you have any questions or concerns so that we can talk through any questions or 

concerns you have. 

Warm regards, 

Miss Brown ☺ 

 

Book recommendations: 

              

   


