
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

First and foremost, I hope you and your family had a good Christmas and kept safe and well. 

I’d also like to take this opportunity to wish you a Happy New Year. We are excited for the 

term ahead and can’t wait to get on with some more fabulous learning. 

Throughout the last term, the children completed some fantastic learning. In English, we 

loved our class text ‘Journey to Jo’Burg’, where the children completed super diary entries 

based on the thoughts and feelings of a key character. We then wrote a persuasive brochure, 

encouraging the reader to visit South Africa. Africa was very much our focus across our 

whole curriculum. We started the term by ‘jumping on a plane’ to Africa to play traditional 

games, taste African fruit and much, much more. In Geography, we delved deeper into the 

continent and in Art, we had a go at Gakonga artwork. In Science, we focused on Living 

Things and their Habitats and lots of time in Maths was devoted to multiplying and dividing 

by 10, 100 and 1000 and latterly coordinates. Christmas coordinates was certainly a hit in 

the last week of term! To see what else we got up to last term, check out our Twitter page 

@RcpsSwans. 

To see what learning we will be completing in Term 3, you should receive a Topic Web 

alongside this letter. Our class text will be ‘The Egyptian Cinderella’ and our history focus will 

be the Ancient Egyptians. You should also receive a History Knowledge Organiser complete 

with a timeline, key facts and key vocabulary; all of which related to what we will be focusing 

on in History this term. 

Our Values this term are ‘Tolerance’ and ‘Freedom’. We will also continue to put the 

children’s mental and physical wellbeing at the forefront of all we do by moving onto the 

third theme of our wellbeing curriculum based on ‘The 5 Ways to Wellbeing’. Our wellbeing 

focus for Term 3 will be ‘Connecting’. As always, we will also continue to make sure our three 

school rules of ‘Be Safe, Be Kind, Be Respectful’ are upheld. 

Thank you for your continued support with your child’s Home Learning. As was the case in 

Terms 1 and 2, home learning will be chosen from the children’s Maths, Reading and EGPS 

CGP books, and will continue to be set each Monday to be handed in and marked the 

following Monday.  
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Alongside this, the children will also have weekly spellings from a chosen scheme. Your child 

should also practice their times tables at home ahead of Rapid Recall lessons in school. It 

remains our expectation that the children read regularly at home and record what they read 

in their Reading Records; thank you again for your support with this. Please see the end of 

the letter for our recommended reads for Year 5 and 6 children. 

PE will continue to be taught on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons and children should 

continue to come into school in their PE kits on this day. Children should wear PE uniform 

only (Blue/ Black Tracksuit Bottoms or Shorts, White PE Top, Blue or Black PE Track-Top or 

School Jumper, Trainers). 

Finally, another huge well done to the children for approaching school with such positivity, 

understanding and resilience; they should be so proud of their efforts so far. I am very much 

looking forward to another fantastic term ahead. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with 

me via email (gsykes@rodbournecheney.swindon.sch.uk) or the school office if you have any 

questions or concerns. I am always happy to have a chat or a meeting with you. For class 

updates, follow the class Twitter page mentioned earlier – There will plenty more posts on 

here this term. 

Best wishes and looking forward to Term 3. 

Mr Sykes 
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