20th November 2020
Newsletter: Term 2 Week 3

Message from Miss Davies
Dear Parents,
Our children are embracing their topics well already this term and we are seeing some excellent work from
Nursery up to Year 6. The children are starting to explore their new books connecting to our whole school
theme of ‘how we live around the world.’ In addition to our topics and countries around the world that we
are studying, we had some themed ‘stop days’ over the last two weeks. One being around Remembrance and
the other around Diwali.
We held our Remembrance Day virtual assembly last week. I was so proud of how the children conducted
themselves, taking the opportunity to be both respectful and reflective. The children created lovely work
which we put up in our windows and have now used these to create a whole school display. We will continue
to display our art in our window art galleries as the year goes on as it is a lovely way for us to share the work
we have been doing.
As we are now about half way in to the second national lockdown, I would like to thank you for continuing to
support us by wearing masks on the playground and keeping our school community as safe as possible by
following our Covid measures. We will continue with our stringent hygiene measures and routines in school.
The children continue to do these measures without prompting, and we are very proud of them all for having
such excellent and established routines.
We held our first parent consultation through phone calls last week! We hope that you still found this useful
and you were able to discuss your child’s learning and progress with confidence. As always it is good to
connect with you all, something we will continue to endeavor to do even if it’s in a different way to before.
Wishing you all a lovely weekend.
Warm regards,
Miss Davies
Curriculum Learning:
Around the World
Nursery: Festivals
Reception: Around the World with a
focus on India
Year 1: Peru
Year 2: Islands
Year 3: China
Year 4: Thailand
Year 5: Africa
Year 6: Snowy Lands

Nursery Activities
This week, our nursery children have enjoyed exploring their mud kitchen and
new bug hotel!

New Reception Intake
2021-2022
Applications are now
open for new starters for
next year.
Unfortunately, there will
not be visits to the school
under current
restrictions, but Miss
Davies is happy to hold a
virtual meeting if you
wish to have one. We are
also putting together a
video for our admission
page which will be on our
website.

Rapid recall of number bonds and times tables
As a school, we belong to an excellent online learning tool, which you can also download as an app, called
Times Table Rockstars that the children can use as part of their homework or their free time. If possible, we
would encourage our KS2 children to go on this for 10 minutes per day and we are sure you will see a great
improvement in your child’s recall of their times tables. For our EYFS and KS1 children, you can use activities
on Education City and Purple Mash to help you with your number bonds and times tables.
Learning times tables and number bonds are both really important concepts. After all, they’re the building
blocks of maths, and with them mastered, you can do anything! Here are just some of the ways in which
memorising these can benefit your child:
• Learning one makes it easier to learn others
• They help with mental arithmetic
• They help children understand other concepts
• They can be used in real life
• They increase confidence!

Our Wellbeing Curriculum

Here

This is our beautiful whole school display on our wellbeing curriculum. It shows our autumn challenges, as well as
showcasing the five areas of wellbeing. This term we are looking at the concept of ‘To Give.’ As a school, and with
your help and support, we have given this Autumn term to Swindon Food Bank, MacMillan, Children in Need and
also will be participating in Santa to a Senior.
This last few weeks, we have been focusing on Random Acts of Kindness. The children have impressed us as school
and at home with their lovely gestures. We are always very proud of the exceptional kindness and caring attitudes
our children show to each other, the school and the community too.
Zayid made his mum a lovely cup
of tea just how she likes it. What
a lovely thoughtful gesture!

Issac shared his home-baked cookies
with his sister. What wonderful
kindness!

Random Acts of Kindness- It’s Cool to Be Kind Week!
We are all extremely proud of our Year 4 pupil, Annie. Back in September, Annie had been cycling to and from
school to train for a 20-mile bike ride to raise money and awareness for a lovely friend of the family, Sabrina.
Sabrina suffers with a very rare genetic disease and Annie wanted to help. And she did just that as she raised
a staggering £1160!

In addition to raising this phenomenal
amount of money, Annie decided she did not
want to stop her fundraising there.
This week, Annie decided she also wanted to
sell her own toys to raise more money for
Sabrina. What a wonderful act of kindness!
I am sure you will all join me in congratulating
Annie on her successes in raising money for
her friend.

As a school, it is important for us to teach quality lessons and learning opportunities throughout the day and we
are proud of our offer of a broad and balanced and exciting curriculum. We also aim to be as creative as we can
so that we ‘hook’ the children into their learning.
Please see our school website for more information on our curriculum topics and individual subjects.
https://rodbournecheney.swindon.sch.uk/learning-and-education/curriculum/curriculum-overview
Some of our learning from across the school this week:

