
PHONICS IN RECEPTION Letters and Sounds



THE IMPORTANCE OF SPEECH SOUNDS

❖ Stories, songs and rhymes are really important during children’s early learning of 
phonics and letter recognition.

❖ Children will begin to tune in and discriminate between speech sounds when they 
hear lots of stories, songs and rhymes.

❖ Matching speech sounds (phonemes) to the letters (graphemes) = phonic 
knowledge. This is the main building block for reading.



HOW CAN YOU HELP?
❖ Provide your child with lots of different opportunities to speak and listen with 
others.

✓Preparing meals

✓ Putting shopping away

✓Tidying up

✓Getting ready to go out

✓Playing board game

❖ Show that you are interested in their conversation.

❖ Read and share stories together.

❖ Use puppets and toys to make up stories of your own.



LETTERS AND SOUNDS – PHASE 1
❖ At Rodbourne, we follow Letters and Sounds to teach the children early phonic 
knowledge.

❖ It is split into different phases which the children are taught from Nursery through to 
Year 2.

❖ Phase 1 develops children’s abilities to listen, make, explore and talk about sounds.

❖ Through games children develop and experience:

✓ Environmental sounds

✓ Instrumental sounds

✓ Body Percussion

✓ Rhythm and Rhyme

✓ Alliteration (words that begin with the same sound)

✓ Voice sounds

✓Oral segmenting and Blending



LETTERS AND SOUNDS – PHASE 2

❖ We begin Phase 2 in Term 1 of Reception.

❖ We focus on fun sessions with lots of speaking, listening and games.

❖ We teach the sounds in the following order:

✓ Set 1: s a t p

✓ Set 2: i n m d

✓ Set 3: g o c k

✓ Set 4: c k e u r

✓ Set 5: h b f ff l ll ss



LETTERS AND SOUNDS – SOUND TALK

❖ Sound talk is a really important skill.

❖ The separate sounds (phonemes) are spoken aloud in order, all through the 
word and are then merged together into the whole word.

❖ This is called blending and is a vital skill in learning to read.

❖ For example,

❖ c – a – t = cat

❖ Its is important that children hear and say the pure sound. (without an u. t 
not tu)



LETTERS AND SOUNDS – SOUND TALK

❖ Children will also learn to do segmenting – the opposite of blending.

❖ The whole word is spoken aloud and then broken up into it’s sounds 
(phonemes) in order through the word.

❖ For example,

✓ cat = c – a – t 

❖ Segmenting is a vital skill for spelling.



TRICKY WORDS

❖ Your child will also learn some tricky words. These are words that cannot be 
sounded out.



LETTERS AND SOUNDS – PHASE 3
❖ As the children become more confident with Phase 2 sounds segmenting and blending, 
we will move onto Phase 3.

❖ In this phase, children will learn to read more tricky words and also how to spell them.

❖ They will also learn how to read and write words in phrases and sentences.

✓ Set 6: j v w x

✓ Set 7: y z zz qu

✓ consonant digraphs: ch sh th ng

✓ vowel digarphs (and trigraphs): ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur ow oi ear air ure er



HOW CAN YOU HELP?

❖ Sing an alphabet song together to help children learn letter names.

❖ Play ‘I spy’ to help children recognise initial sounds.

❖ Help your child and praise them for trying for trying out words (sound talk)

❖ Phonics Play has lots of free games.

❖ Education City also has lots of games for you and your child to play together.



GAMES YOU COULD PLAY AT HOME

❖ Shine a torch – write letters/words on the inside of a cardboard box and children 
can use a torch to shine on the letter/word. Can they tell you what they can see?

❖ Hide and Seek – hide flashcards of letters/sounds and ask the children to find 
them. You could say the sound/word louder or quietly depending on how close they 
are to the word. Or can the children say the sound/word when they find it?

❖ Bath letters and magnetic letters to practise building simple, CVC words.

❖ Sound talk – at school we call this robot arms.

❖ Make your own flashcards to play snap, pairs or a time challenge.

❖ Swat/Splat with a spoon, fly swat or similar. Have the sounds/words on the table 
and say a sound/word. Children can use the spoon to say splat when they find it.



READING AT HOME

❖ Books will be changed once a week.

❖ Read a little everyday is really important in helping the children’s development in 
word and sound knowledge. This can be them reading to you or you reading to them.

❖ Fostering a love of reading is always to first step, so try not to make it into a chore 
but something nice to do together.

❖ Story telling is the first step. Ask your children to tell you a story in their play, tell 
stories to your children that you have made up.

❖ Continue to share stories and books together. 



READING AT HOME – BOOK INTRODUCTION

❖Before your child begins to read:

✓ Look at the cover

✓ Read the title

✓ Share the blurb

✓ Discuss the pictures

✓ Practise any trick words



READING AT HOME - COMPREHENSION

❖ Comprehension is as important as decoding.

❖ It is important the children understand what they are reading as well as 
being able to sound it out.

❖ Questions you could ask and explore together include:

✓ What happened?

✓ What do you think might happen next?

✓ Can you find a word …?

✓ What was the boy’s name?


