
Rodbourne Cheney Primary School Art Progression of Skills 

 

 

EYFS Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2  Upper Key Stage 2 

NC Thread Early Learning Goal  
 
To safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting 
with colour, design, texture, 
form and function 

• to use a range of materials creatively to design and 
make products 

• to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and 
share their ideas, 

• experiences and imagination 

• to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in 
using colour, 

• pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 

• about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and 
designers, 

• describing the differences and similarities between 
different practices and 

• disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

• to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

• to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials 
[for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

• to learn about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Developing 
ideas 

- Look and talk about what 
they have produced, 
describing simple 
techniques and media 
used. 

- Start to record simple media 
explorations in a sketch book. 

- Use a sketchbook to plan and 
develop simple ideas. 
- Build information on colour 
mixing, the colour wheel and 
colour spectrums. 
- Begin to explore textures and 
patterns in their sketchbook. 

- Use a sketchbook to record 
media explorations and 
experimentations 
-Start to try out ideas and, 
plan colours for future works.  
- Identify interesting aspects of 
their work.  
- Use a sketch book to express 
feelings about a subject  
- Make notes in a sketch book 
about techniques used by 
artists  
- Start to express ideas for 
improving aspects of their 
work through keeping notes in 
a sketch book 

-Use sketchbooks to collect 
and record visual information  
- plan and, try out ideas, as 
well as plan colours and collect 
source material for future 
works. 
- Express likes and dislikes 
through annotations 
- Use a sketch book to adapt 
and improve original ideas 
- Keep notes to indicate their 
intentions/purpose of a piece 
of work 

-  Use sketchbooks to collect 
and record visual information 
- Continue to use sketch books 
to explore colour, texture and 
pattern and experiment with 
these 
- Use sketchbooks to plan their 
work, including sculpture, 
through drawing and other 
preparatory work 
- Keep notes which consider 
how a piece of work may be 
developed further  
- Adapt work as and when 
necessary explain why. 

 -  Use sketchbooks to collect 
and record visual information 
- Continue to use sketch books 
to explore colour, texture and 
pattern and experiment with 
these. 
- Be able to use art 
explorations and experiments 
with increasing skill 
- Use sketchbooks to plan their 
work, including sculpture, 
through drawing and other 
preparatory work 
-  Annotate work in 
Sketchbook with increased 
detail, developing own 
preferences and explaining 
why. 

Drawing 
 
(build on 
skills from 
previous 
year) 

Begin to use a variety of 
drawing tools – e.g. finger, 
stick, pencil, coloured pencils, 
pastels, chalk.  
 
Draw and mark make on 
different surfaces and a range 
of paper, including coloured 
paper  
 
Begin to use a range of media 
with increased control 
  
Use drawings to tell a story 
from retelling or from 
imagination.   
   

Extend the variety of drawings 
tools to include charcoal and 
felt tips.  
  
Observe, experiment and draw 
landscapes and discuss 
proportion and where the sky 
is.   
  
Observe patterns in the 
natural and man-made world. 
 
Term 2 : London Landmarks   
  
Ensure sensitivity and visual 
awareness. Observe anatomy - 
encourage accurate drawings 
of people.  

Continue as Year 1 to 
experiment with tools and 
surfaces. Start to experiment 
with varying lines in 
drawings    
  
Observe and draw landscapes 
and seascapes as accurately as 
possible, with increased 
awareness of proportion and 
where the sky is.   

 
Term 3 and 4: Lowry study 
 
Look at drawings and 
comment thoughtfully, begin 
to discuss use of shadows, use 
of light and dark.   

As Year 2, plus  
  
Experiment with the potential 
of various pencils (2B - HB) to 
show tone, shadows, light, 
texture etc.   
  
Encourage close observation 
of objects in both the natural 
and man-made world.  
 
Term 2: Chinese Pagodas   
Term 6- Stonehenge: exploring 
mediums 
 
Make initial sketches as a 
preparation for painting and 
other work.  

As Year 3, 
  
Identify and draw the effect of 
light (shadows) on a surface, 
on objects and people.   
  
Introduce the concepts of 
scale and proportion.  

 
Term 1: Viking boats  
Term 2Elephants by Salvador 
Dali topic  
Term 3: William Morris study 
  
Encourage more accurate 
drawings of whole people 
building on their work on facial 
features to include proportion, 

As in Year 4 
 
Observe and use a variety of 
techniques to show the effect 
of light on objects and people 
e.g. use rubbers to lighten, use 
pencil to show tone, 
  
Begin to explore the effect of 
light on an object from 
different directions.  
 
Term 5: Feathers   
 
More accurate drawings of 
whole people building on their 
work include proportion, 
placement and shape of body 

As in Year 5  
 
Observe and use a variety of 
techniques to show the effect 
of light on objects and people 
e.g. use rubbers to lighten, use 
pencil to show tone, use tones 
of the same colour.   
 
Look at the effect of light on 
an object from different 
directions.  
 
Term 1: WW2 
  
Produce increasingly accurate 
drawings of aspects of then 
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Investigate different lines - 
thick, thin, wavy, straight. 
 

Encourage accurate 
drawings of people that 
include all the visible parts 
of the body. Start to look 
at where they are on the 
body (head, hands, ears 
fingers-,  

 

 
Term 3: Portraits 
Begin to Sketch objects in both 
the natural and man-made 
world.  
 
Term 6: Observational 
drawings 

  
Begin to draw building and 
look at proportions  
Term 1: Great Fire of London 
Term 3: Lowry buildings 
 
Sketch to make quick records 
of something  
Term 4: Lowry seascapes 

 
Term 4: Beatrix Potter Term 6- 
Stonehenge: exploring 
mediums 
  
Encourage more accurate 
drawings of people – 
particularly faces looking 

closely at where features are 
and the detail they have.  
 
Term 1: Tudor portraits 
 

placement and shape of 
body.   
  
Experiment with different 
grades of pencil and other 
implements, including pen, to 
achieve variations in tone and 
make marks on a range of 
media 
 
Term 3: William Morris 
Term 4 : Butterflies 
.  
Encourage drawings to 
become more accurate and 
focus on aspects of drawings 
to capture increased 
awareness of finer details, 
proportion and symmetry 
 
Term 4: Butterflies 
 

 
Term 1: Banksy love topic 
  
Produce increasingly detailed 
preparatory sketches for 
painting and other work.  
  
Introduce the concept of 
perspective.   
  
Work on a variety of scales 
and collaboratively.   
 
Term 5: Iceburgs 
  
Starts to independently selects 
materials and techniques to 
use to create a specific 
outcome.  
 
Term 4 : Feathers 
 

face e.g. eye and apply this to 
other drawings.  
  
Term 4: The Viewer 
Produce increasingly detailed 
preparatory sketches for 
painting and other work.  
Term5: David Hockney artist 
study: Mountains 
  
Introduce the concept of 
perspective.   
 
Term 2: Snow pictures 
Term5: David Hockney artist 
study: Mountains 
  
Work on a variety of scales 
and collaboratively.   
Term1: WW2 
  
Independently selects 
materials and techniques to 
use to create a specific 
outcome.  
 

Painting and 
colour 
 
 
(build on 
skills from 
previous 
year) 

Enjoy using a variety of 
tools including different 
size/ size brushes and tools 
i.e. sponge brushes, fingers, 
hands, twigs, vegetable 
printing. 
 
Recognise and name the 
primary colours being used. 
 
Mix colours (not formal) 
 
 Explore working with paint 
on different surfaces and in 
different ways i.e. coloured, 
sized and shaped paper.  
 
 
Painting for self and from 
teacher led sessions. 
 
 Term 2: Jackson Pollock artist 
study 
Term 6: Georgia O’Keefe study 

Experiment with paint media 
using a range of tools, e.g. 
different brush sizes, cotton 
buds, rollers, printing and 
pads. 
 
Term 1: Exploring colour 
 
Find collections of colour – 
different sorts of green, blue, 
purple etc. Use language to 
evaluate – light/dark. 
 
Term 4 and 5: Starry Night 
Vincent Van Gogh study   
 
Name the primary colours and 
start to mix a range of 
secondary colours, moving 
towards predicting resulting 
colours. 
 
Begin to show control over the 
types of marks made when 
painting. 
 
Term 1: Exploring colour  
Term 3: portraits 
Term 5- Van Gogh  

Begin to control the types of 
marks made in a range of 
painting techniques, as well as 
using a wide range of paint 
media  
 
 
Term 1: Paul Klee : Colourful 
buildings  
 
Understand how to make tints 
using white and tones by 
adding black to make darker 
and lighter shades. 
 
Mix colours to match those of 
the natural world – colours 
that might have a less defined 
name  
 
Term 3 and 4: Lowry study  
 
Understand the colour wheel 
and colour spectrums and 
build confidence in mixing 
colour shades and tones. 
 
 Use a suitable brush to 
produce marks appropriate to 

Use a range of brushes to 
demonstrate increasing 
control the types of marks 
made  
 
Use light and dark within 
painting and begin to explore 
complimentary colours. Mix 
colour, shades and tones with 
increasing confidence. 
  
Understand how to create a 
background using a wash 
 
Term 2: Chinese Pagodas  
Term 6- Stonehenge: exploring 
mediums 
 
Observe colours on hands and 
faces - mix flesh colours. 
Term 1: Tudor Portraits 
 
Use stimulus from artist to 
produce own painting  
Term 4: Beatrix Potter  
Term 5: Henry Rousseau 

Confidently control the types 
of marks made and 
experiment with different 
effects and textures including 
blocking in colour, washes,  
Term 3: William Morris 
Term 4: Butterflies 
Term 5: John Constable study  
 
 
Start to develop a painting 
from a drawing.  
Term 5: John Constable artist 
study 
 
Begin to choose appropriate 
media to work with.  
 
Use light and dark within 
painting and show 
understanding of 
complimentary colours. 
 
 Mix colour, shades and tones 
with increasing confidence.  
Term 5: John Constable study 
 
 

Confidently control the types 
of marks made and 
experiment with different 
effects and textures inc. 
blocking in colour, washes, 
thickened paint creating 
textural effects.  
Term 2: Exploring colour with 
the artist, Gakonga 
Term 4: Feathers 
 
Mix and match colours to 
create atmosphere and light 
effects. 
Term 2: Exploring colour with 
the artist, Gakonga 
Term 5: Geometric icebergs 
Term 6: Turner artist study 
 
 Mix colour, shades and tones 
with confidence building on 
previous knowledge.  
Term 5: Geometric icebergs 
Term 6: Turner artist study 
 
Begin to apply colour using 
dotting, scratching, splashing 
techniques, add salt  
Term 4: Feathers 

Purposely control the types of 
marks made and experiment 
with different effects and 
textures inc. blocking in 
colour, washes, thickened 
paint creating textural effects. 
Term 2: Snow scenes   
 
 Mix colour, shades and tones 
with confidence building on 
previous knowledge.  
Term 4: ‘I see you’ PopArt 
study 
Term5: David Hockney artist 
study: Mountains 
 
Apply colour techniques, such 
as dotting, scratching, 
splashing techniques and 
understand which works well 
in their work and why 
Term 2: Snow scene pictures 
 
Work in a sustained and 
independent way to develop 
their own style of painting. 
This style may be through the 
development of: colour, tone 
and shade.  
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work. E.g. small brush for small 
marks. 
 
Term 3 and 4: Lowry study 

 
Start to develop their own 
style using tonal contrast and 
mixed media. 
 
Work in the style of a selected 
artist (not copying) 
Term 2: Exploring colour with 
the artist, Gakonga 
Term 6: Turner study 

 
Work in the style of a selected 
artist (not copying) 
Term5: David Hockney artist 
study: Mountains 
 

Texture and 
pattern  
 
(build on 
skills from 
previous 
year) 

Explore different textures and 
experiment with mark making 
to illustrate these.  
 
Use sensory experiences, such 
as sand, to create patterns and 
shapes 
 
Show experience in simple 
weaving: paper, twigs. 
 
Show experience in fabric 
collage: layering fabric. 
 
Explore patterns in art, 
everyday environment and 
nature 
Term 2: Jackson Pollock artist 
study 
Term 4: Natural resources in 
art  
Term 6: Georgia O’Keefe study 
 

Explore different textures and 
experiment with mark - 
building on previous 
experience. 
 
Use printmaking to create a 
repeating pattern and patterns 
for effect, and print with block 
colours.  
 
Term 4 and 5: Vincent Van 
Gogh Starry Night   

Explore natural environment 
as source of printing, patterns, 
and textures 
 
Investigate textures by 
describing, naming, rubbing, 
copying 
 
 Produce an expanding range 
of patterns and textures, and 
link with colours to moods and 
feelings in art 
 
Use line and tone in different 
media to consider shape, 
shade, pattern and texture 
 
Term 2: Patterns in art 
Term 4: Lowry Seascapes 
Term 5: Nature printing 

Explore patterns and colours in 
increased mediums, such as 
textiles and using tie-dying to 
create patterns in fabrics    
Term 6: Tie-dyeing exploration  
 
Develop awareness of textures 
in painting and experiment 
with these for effect  
 
Look at symmetry in art and 
draw with increased 
awareness of symmetry in 
their own work  
 
Term 2: Chinese pagodas  
Term 6: Stonehenge: exploring 
mediums  

Explore using a range of 
techniques to create different 
patterns and textures eg. 
Marbling  
 
Use a range of techniques to 
layer up pictures to create end 
piece  
 
Create patterns and textures 
in a 3D form  
Term 1: Viking collage : 
Exploring pattern and texture  
 
Create symmetrical drawings 
with more detail and 
technique.   
 
Term 4: Butterflies topic 

Use a variety of techniques to 
interpret the texture of a 
surface e.g. mark making, 
different textured paint. 
 
Term 1: Banksy Love 
Term 4: Feathers 
Term 6: Turner study 
 
 
Begin to look at textures and 
patterns using dotting, 
scratching, splashing 
techniques; adding salt  
 
Term 4: Feathers   

Use a variety of techniques to 
interpret the texture of a 
surface e.g. mark making, 
different textured paint with 
increased confidence and 
ability.  
 
Apply textures and patterns 
using dotting, scratching, 
splashing techniques; adding 
salt etc with confidence and 
decide which techniques to 
use independently for effect 
on their own artwork. 
 
Term2: Snowscapes 
 
Create intricate patterns and 
textures on 3D form  
Term 3: Greek pots 
Term 6: Mask making 
 

Form, 
including 3D  
 
(build on 
skills from 
previous 
year) 

Enjoy using a variety of 
malleable media such as 
clay, plastercine, salt 
dough.  
 
Impress and apply 
simple decoration. 
 
Cut shapes using scissors 
and other modelling tools. 
 
Build a construction/ 
sculpture using a variety of 
objects e.g. recycled, 
natural and manmade 
material 
 
Term 3: Clay Using malleable  
Term 4: Natural resources in 
art 
 

Experiment in a variety of 
malleable media such as 
papier-Mache, salt dough, 
Modroc. 
 
 Shape and model materials 
for a purpose) from 
observation and imagination. 
 
 Continue to manipulate   
malleable materials in a 
variety of ways including 
rolling, pinching and kneading. 
 Use tools and equipment 
safely and in the correct way. 
 
Term 2: London landmarks  
Term 5: Starry night /Man on 
the Moon 

Use equipment and media 
with increasing confidence. 
 
Use clay, Modroc or another 
malleable material to create 
an imaginary or realistic form 
– e.g. structure  
 
Explore artwork of a sculptor. 
 
Term 6: Barbara Hepworth  

 Begin to show an awareness 
of   objects having a third 
dimension and perspective. 
 
 Construct a simple base for 
extending and modelling other 
shapes.  
 
Use a sketchbook to plan, 
collect and develop ideas.  
 
Look at how to mould and join 
in clay, using different 
techniques 
Term 3: Roman pots 
 
Look at another way of 
creating from a form, such as 
paper for origami  
Term 2: Chinese Pagodas  

Gain more confidence in 
creating more intricate 
patterns and textures when 
using clay 
 
Use sketchbook to plan, collect 
and develop ideas. Look at 
ways of improving form.  
 
 Increase knowledge of 
structures that are natural and 
man-made, and explore the 
artwork of a sculptor.  
 
Term 6: Clay tiles  

Use sketchbook to plan, collect 
and develop ideas. Evaluate 
with increased confidence. 
 
Look at different sculptors and 
compare and contrast.   
 
Produce a sculpture from non 
clay form eg. Wire, modrock  
 
Shape, form and model and 
join.    
 
Term 3: Ancient Egypt 
sculptures using Modrock   
 
Term 4 and 5: Feathers  

Use sketchbook to plan, collect 
and develop ideas. 
 
Plan ideas from observation 
and imagination. 
 
Produce clay sculpture / piece 
building upon moulding 
techniques and intricate 
patterns and texture 
previously learned.  
Look at work from mask 
designers and plan own 
accordingly.   
 
Term 3: Greek pots 
 
Produce a 3D form other than 
clay with increased confidence 
and skill.  Such as paper mache 
or modrock  
Term 6: Mask making 
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Responding 
to art 

Look and talk about what 
they have produced, 
describing simple 
techniques and media 
used. 

Look at and talk about own 
work and that of other artists 
and the techniques they had 
used expressing their likes and 
dislikes. 
Explore the work of a range of 
artists, designers and 
architects describing the 
differences and similarities  
 

Continue to explore the work 
of a range of artists, sculptors, 
designers making comparisons 
and describing the differences 
and similarities between 
artist’s own work and that of 
others.  and making links to 
their own work. 
 Express thoughts and feelings 
about a piece of art. 
 Explain how a piece of art 
makes them feel – link to 
emotions. 
Identify changes they might 
make or how their work could 
be developed further 

Continue to explore the work 
of a range of artists, craft 
makers and architects, 
describing the differences and 
similarities between different 
practices and disciplines, and 
making links to their own work 
Discuss own and others work, 
expressing thoughts and 
feelings, and using knowledge 
and understanding of artists 
and techniques. 
Respond to art from other 
cultures and other periods of 
time. 

Discuss and review own and 
others work, expressing 
thoughts and feelings, and 
identify modifications/ 
changes and see how they can 
be developed further. 
Begin to explore a range of 
great artists in history. 

Recognise some key 
artists and begin to place 
them in key movements or 
historical events. 
Compare the style of different 
artists over time 
Discuss and review own and 
others work, expressing 
thoughts and feelings, and 
identify modifications/ 
changes and see how they 
can be developed further. 
Identify artists who have 
worked in a similar way to 
their own work. 
 

Discuss and review own and 
others work, expressing 
thoughts and feelings 
explaining their views. 
Identify artists who have 
worked in a similar way to 
their own work. 
Explore a range of great 
Artists, architects and 
designers in history, and place 
them in key movements and 
historical events. 

Comparative 
questions 
and making 
links to prior 
learning  

What is different between 
Jackson Pollock and Georgia 
O’Keefe’s work?  
What is the same?  

Can you say something that is 
different / similar in Vincent 
Van Gogh’s paintings? 
Which one do you prefer the 
most?  
How is Van Gogh’s Sunflowers 
different to Georgia O’Keefe’s 
flowers?  

How is Paul Klee Building work 
different to architect designers 
of London?   
What is different between 
Paul Klee and Lowry? 
What is different between 
Lowry building and Lowry 
seascapes? Why do you think 
this is so?   
How do the different artists 
explore colour the same / 
differently in their paintings/ 
(refer back to all artists 
studied) 
Do they use similar painting 
techniques  

How is Beatrix Potter different 
to other artists you have 
studied? 
Is Henry Rousseau similar to 
other artists that you have 
studied? 
What techniques does he use?  
How are Chinese pagodas 
different to other building that 
you have explored?        

How are Salvador Dali, William 
Morris and Constable 
different? 
Can you discuss their different 
styles? 
Do they have a similarity to 
other great artists you have 
studied?    
 

How are Bansky, Gogonka and 
Turner different? Are there 
any similarities in their work?   
Does Turner compare to any 
other artists that you have 
studied?  
Are you able to place the 
artists you studied on a 
timeline? Are any of them 
connected through time / eras 
/ history?  Can you see 
similarities in time periods of 
artists?  

Is Andy Warhol similar to any 
previous artists that you have 
studied? Why do you think this 
is?  
Is David Hockney similar? How 
about his use of colour?  
Do any of then artists that you 
have studied over time have 
similar techniques? Which 
artists have an individual style 
for colour?  
Can you add on our new artists 
to a timeline? What do you 
notice?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


