
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello everyone,  
 
Thank you so much for all your support during what has been a very unusual start to the year!  
 
As you may know, reading is a major focus for us at Rodbourne, we strongly believe that one 
of the most important things that parents, carers and teachers can do for a child is to expose 
them to brilliant books and helping them to discover the joy of reading for pleasure.  
 
We ask you to read with your children and to your as often as possible and to record it in 
their reading record because of the tremendous impact this has on their learning. We know 
how busy you all are and want to thank you for all the work you are putting in, we can see it 
when we look at the children’s reading records.  
 
We also know that is not always possible to find as much time as you would like to share a 
story, so we wanted to share some great online resources.  
 
https://www.michaelrosen.co.uk/videos/ - The ultimate story teller! On his website, he has 
dozens of videos of him telling stories. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2 - The BBC iplayer has a whole range of 
past bedtime stories.  
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/100-best-books/ - 
A brilliant list of books when looking for recommendations, or just ask your child’s teacher! 

 
Audiobooks are a great way to expose children to great stories! Below are some 
great websites for free children’s audiobooks. 
 
1. OpenCulture: From Aesop's Fables to Dickens' Oliver Twist, this site has audiobooks 
galore.  

2. Kids Learn Out Loud: The Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis, is included in this free 
collection, as are Black Beauty by Anna Sewell; Robinson Crusoe by Daniel DeFoe; and 
many others.   

3. StoryNory: This site offers free audio downloads of classic fairy tales, world fairy 
tales, fables, 1001 Nights, and more. 

4. Lit2Go: What I love about this site is that it's not only packed with hundreds of free 
audiobooks, but many of the books and poems have free PDFs to download and print 
so that children can read along. 

https://www.michaelrosen.co.uk/videos/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/100-best-books/
http://www.openculture.com/freeaudiobooks
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/book/aesops-fables
https://shop.scholastic.com/parent-ecommerce/search-results.html?search=1&filters=(Author_ss:%22Charles%20Dickens%22)
https://www.learnoutloud.com/Kids-Audio-Books
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/book/lion-witch-and-wardrobe
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/book/black-beauty
http://www.storynory.com/
http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/


 

5. Project Gutenberg: There are more than 50,000 free ebooks, but not all of them 
are audiobooks. The books are shared freely here because their copyrights have 
expired. 

6.  OpenLibrary: OpenLibrary is just that - an open library. It's a public site with the 
goal of hosting one web page for every book published. Each of their free eBooks has 
an audio component, with computer audio recordings. 

7. International Children’s Digital Library: "A library for the world's children," this site 
contains thousands of books in more than 60 languages.  

Please let us know if any of these are helpful, Happy reading! 

Mr Goodman 

http://www.gutenberg.org/
http://openlibrary.org/
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/

