
 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to Hummingbirds class. We are really looking forward to getting to know you all and 

having lots of fun in our learning this year.  

This term our topic is ‘People Who Help Us.’ We will be looking at the books Owl Babies and 

The Jolly Postman. We will also be learning the following nursery rhymes: Old MacDonald, 5 

Little Ducks, Baa Baa Black Sheep and 5 Little Monkeys. You could ask your child about these 

songs, sing with them at home or use instruments to add music to the songs as you sing. 

Nursery rhymes play an important role in early childhood development and education. As well 

as being fun they are excellent teaching tools for vocabulary and language development, 

development of literacy skills, support early numeracy skills and help to develop social, 

emotional and physical skills. 

In order to support children’s wellbeing, we have devised lessons based around The Five Areas 

of Wellbeing. Our first area we will be focusing on will be ‘Keep Learning.’ Learning new skills 

can be useful, but it can also positively affect our mental wellbeing.  We are also a values-

based school, so we talk about the values that make us great people. This term our values will 

be respect and courage. 

Our school rules are: Be safe, Be kind and Be respectful. We will talk about these in class and 

it would be great if you could discuss these at home. An important part of these rules will 

include the children’s new routines to keep them safe.  

If you wish to share any books at home to support our topic ‘People who Help us’ and values-

based learning, here are some book recommendations for you to enjoy together at home; Only 

One You, Peace Lily, The Darkest Dark and Hair Love. These have been chosen as they have a 

historical theme, or may have elements of our values threading through the storyline. 

We will soon be sending some picture books home for you to look at and enjoy together with 

your child. Please look at these with your child and write this into the yellow reading record 

that will also be sent home with the books. Reading together is a wonderful way to engage the 

children and develop a love of reading. We will be changing books at least once a week in 

school to ensure that children have experience of a wide range of texts. Please ensure that 

reading records and books are in school daily as we will also be reading with children in school. 

At Rodbourne, fostering a love of reading is really important. We ask that reading is completed 

and written into reading records at least 4 times a week, but please feel free to read to your 
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children or to be read to by them as often as you can. In Reception, this reading may be reading 

the picture books we send home, reading bedtime stories together, reading key words or 

reading any print children see in their environment. We will also be sending home key word 

books. Please practice reading these with your child and we ask that their key word books are 

in school on a Friday as we will complete some work on them on this day. More information 

will follow once you receive your key words. 

We will be having PE lessons on Wednesday this term. PE uniform is to be worn only. This is 

blue / black tracksuit or shorts, white PE top, blue or black PE tracktop or school jumper and 

trainers. Because of the current situation, please can children come into school wearing their 

PE kit every Wednesday. They will then remain in this for the rest of the day. Please can 

children have a set of spare clothes to be left on their pegs in school in case of accidents. This 

will then need to be replaced only if used. In Reception, we will also be going on weekly welly 

walks as part of our curriculum, this will take place on Monday. This will start in Week 4, 

21.09.20. Later in the term we will be asking for wellies to be brought in and kept in school 

for this. 

Please provide children with their own named water bottles. This is especially important as 

there will be no access to water fountains at the moment. 

Warm regards, 

Mrs Cantillon and Mrs Hawtin 


