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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Our activities will include: 
 

Ask the children to bring in their favourite teddy bear. They can take it in turns 

to show their teddy to their friends, say why it is their favourite and how it 

makes them feel when they give it a cuddle.  

 

Act out the part of the story when Goldilocks wakes up and is scared of the 

bears. Then, ask the children how they think Goldilocks felt. Can they think of 

anything that they have ever felt scared of?  

 

Goldilocks chose to go into the bears’ house, she didn’t know who lived there and 

let herself in. Discuss if it was safe for Goldilocks to do this. 

 

Talk to the children about what made the three little pigs good - they worked 

together, shared houses and helped each other. Can they think of a friend who 

helps them? It might be someone at home or from the setting. Can the children 

think of ways to be a good friend themselves? 

 

Take the children for a walk in the local area for a look at the houses near your 

setting. Are the children confident in this new situation? You might like to take 

pictures while out on your walk for the children to talk about when they get back. 

Did they see anything from the local community that they recognised? 

 

 

Literacy 

Our activities will include: 
 

Develop phonological awareness by asking the children to count and clap 

syllables in words linked to the story. For example, one clap for ‘bear’, 

two claps for ‘mummy’ and three claps for ‘Goldilocks’.  

 
Add plastic bowls to the writing area with sticky labels. Can the children 

mark make/write who each bowl belongs to so that Goldilocks and the 

bears eat the correct porridge? 

 
In ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’, they have family photographs hung 

up in the cottage in frames. The children can draw their own family 

photo or the bears’ family photo. 

 

Talk to the children about changing the story slightly. Can they think of 

another animal instead of a pig? What would the story be called then?  

 
 
 

Key Texts  

 

The Gruffalo 

There’s a Dragon in Your Book 

My Big Shouty Day 

The Tiger Who Came to Tea 

On The Way Home 

Peace At Last 

5 Minutes Peace  

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 

Term 1  

All about me 

Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears 

Three Little pigs 

 
Understanding the World 

Our activities will include: 

 

The three bears lived in a cottage in the woods. Can the children imagine 

what it would be like to live in the woods? What do they think they would 

hear/see/smell? Take the children to the woods or a local place with trees 

and encourage them to explore the natural world.  

 

In the three bears’ family there was a Mummy Bear, Daddy Bear and Baby 

Bear. Can the children say who is in their family? You could ask 

parents/carers to send in a family photo for their child to share. Discuss the 

similarities and differences between families 

 

Gather together a selection of hard and soft materials, such as a stone, 

petal, cotton wool and wood. Goldilocks found Daddy Bear’s bed too hard and 

Mummy Bear’s bed too soft. Explore the meaning of the words ‘hard’ and 

‘soft’. Allow the children time to feel, talk about and sort the different 

materials. 

 

Take the children outside and encourage them to collect natural materials to 

make new houses for the pigs. Talk about which materials might work best. 

Do they think petals or feathers would make a good roof? Which stones 

would be good for building? 

 

Talk to the children about the family of pigs in the story. Several versions 

have Mummy Pig and three sons. Can the children tell you about their family? 

Is it the same as the family in the story? 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Ask the children if they can help you to make a bed for Goldilocks to sleep in. Provide a variety of hard and soft materials for 

the children to investigate, such as fabric, cardboard and bubble wrap. Can the children join some of the materials together to 

create a bed?  

 

Cover a table in paper and ask the children to help you to paint a picture of the woods where the three bears’ cottage was. 

Discuss the colours of trees, then tell the children you only have blue, yellow and brown paint. What could you do? Explore colour 

mixing with the blue and yellow paint to create 

Provide instruments for the children to play along as you read the story. Can they make sounds to represent the tap, tap, tap of a 

house being built? The whooshing sound of the wolf blowing a house down? Or the sound of the houses falling down? Discuss the 

sounds the different materials would make as they fall to the ground. 

 

Children can explore ways of moving to demonstrate the different characters in the story. For example, they could sneak up like 

the wolf, run like the pigs, climb like the wolf and hide like the pigs.  

 

Put different-coloured building bricks in a basket and sit the children in a small circle. Encourage the children to choose a brick 

from the basket. Then, ask the children, ‘Who has a blue brick?’ Swap bricks and ask for different colours.  
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Three Little pigs 

 

 

Communication and Language 

Our activities will include: 

Put objects that are related to the story out of a bag, one at 

a time. For example, a box of porridge oats, a bowl and a soft 

toy bear. Can the children work out which story you are going 

to read to them? Why do they think it is going to be that 

story? 

 

Use pictures from the story in a bag. The children can pick 

one picture out at a time. Can they tell you what is happening 

in the picture? Ask the children ‘why’ questions about the 

part of the story shown on their picture. 

 

Share the story of ‘The Three Little Pigs’ with the children. 

As you read, ask questions, such as ‘Who is in this picture?’, 

‘What is this pig doing?’ and ‘Where do you think the wolf is 

now?’ 

 

Play a listening game called ‘Hooray-Boo’. Say a sentence 

related to the story. If it is a good sentence, such as ‘the pig 

built his house of bricks’, the children respond with ‘hooray’. 

If it is something bad that happens, such as ‘the wolf blew 

the straw house down’, the children say, ‘boo’. 

 
 

Physical Development 

Our activities will include: 

Go on a visit to the woods. The children can explore moving in different ways around the woods. They 

can move as the three bears, climbing and crawling in the different environment.   

 

Create a movement game based on the story. Say the name of a character from the story (such as 

Goldilocks) then an action you want the children to copy when they hear the name. Challenge the 

children to copy a sequence of two different movements for one of the characters. 

 
Set up a balance beam with mats around it. The children can help to develop their balance as they 

pretend to be Goldilocks, moving along the beam in different ways to get away from the bears. They 

could walk, crawl or skip. 

 

Play a game of ‘Musical Pigs’. Ask the children to move around the setting like a pig - on all fours, 

sniffing and grunting. When the music stops, they have to freeze and hold their pose. Can they 

balance even when the Big Bad Wolf comes to try and blow them over? 

 

Play a game of ‘Pin the Tail on the Pig’. Provide a large pig outline and some pink paper strips for the 

tails. Encourage the children to place the tail as close as possible to where it should be. Ask the 

children to work out who the closest was. 

 

Tape a large roll of paper to the floor. Provide crayons for the children to draw the events they 

remember from the story. Can they use their whole arm to create some larger shapes for the houses? 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Mathematics 

Our activities will include: 

Choose groups of up to three objects related to the story. For example, three spoons, bowls or teddy bears. Hide the objects in a box, reveal them for a few seconds, then hide them again. Challenge the children to 

tell you if there were three or not three objects each time. Encourage them to subitise instead of count.  

 

Add porridge oats to a large activity tray and place containers of different sizes and spoons in it. As the children fill the containers, encourage them to compare quantities and use vocabulary such as ‘more than’ and 

‘less than’. 

 

Place objects linked to the story in a repeating pattern, such as a bowl, spoon, bowl, spoon. Challenge the children to extend and create their own patterns. You could also purposefully add in an error in the pattern. 

Can they notice and correct it? 

 

some brown counters or brown paper cut into shapes along with some pictures of pigs. Encourage the children to roll a one to three dice. Can they subitise how many spots they see? Can they place the counters (mud 

patches) on their pig and count them? Which pig is the muddiest? Compare pigs to see which ones have more or fewer patches of mud. 

 

Take the children out on a nature walk. Supply each child with a small bag and ask them to only collect sticks and twigs that are small enough to fit in their bag. When you get back to the setting, compare amounts 

with each other.  

 

Explain to the children that the three little pigs only like to collect things in groups of three. Can the children hunt around the setting to find a group of three objects? 

 


