
 

 

Dear Parents and Children, 

Welcome back to term 4! We hope that you all had a lovely, relaxing break away from the 
computer and that you are all feeling ready for the new term ahead.  

This term we have a very exciting topic; it is an author study all about Julia Donaldson! We know 
that the children are going to absolutely love this topic, as Julia Donaldson books are always 
such a hit with children and adults! The first book we will look at is the Gruffalo and we will base 
our writing on this for the first two weeks. We will be looking at speech through the characters 
and describing the Gruffalo as well. The second book will be ‘Room on the Broom’. This is always 
very popular as we focus on magic potions, broomstick making and monsters! The last book we 
will spend time on is Zog. Another popular choice as we get to explore the world of dragons, 
even setting up our own ‘dragon school’ in our outside classroom! 

As always reading and listening to stories is top of our list and something which we do daily. This 
term, we will focus on Julia Donaldson books as there are so many to choose from,  you can find 
the list on our Topic Web. Your children will continue to have their books changed every week 
when we return to school, bringing two books home. Spending time reading with your children 
is so incredibly valuable and we encourage you to do it as often as you possibly can. Whenever 
you do, please pop it down in their reading records so that we can celebrate this with the 
children. Also it will help your child to reach their 30 reads, which wins them a prize! Keep 
practising those key words as well with your children, as we will continue to change these as 
and when the children are ready. Thank you so much for all you do at home, it is so appreciated 
and really does make a huge difference.  

As we enter the Spring when we return to school, we will still be spending more and more time 
outdoors and even though the weather will hopefully be warmer it is important the children 
come into school with a rain coat so that we can be prepared for those Spring showers! Our 
welly walks will also continue so if you haven’t yet, could you please send your child in with a 
pair of wellies that they are able to keep in school. The field is rather muddy now and we really 
don’t want to ruin the children’s smart school shoes!  
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Finally, we would just like to say a big thank you for all of your hard work during the Lockdown, 
we don’t think any of us were prepared for the schools to close but with your continued support 
throughout, the children have been able to access so much and for this we are so incredibly 
grateful, so thank you again! We can’t wait to see all of the children properly and also to see 
them back together with their friends really soon! 

 

If you have any questions or queries, please send an email to 
admin@rodbournecheney.swindon.sch.uk or call the school on 01793 543710. 

Warm regards, 

 
Mrs Cantillon and Mrs Hawtin 
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