
 

Dear Parents, 

First of all, I just wanted to say a warm welcome back and a really big welcome into 

year 1.  

This term we will begin our topic with our Picture Book week where we be reading 

Elmer. Then we will continue with our topic and book based curriculum where we will 

be learning about how Explorers changed our world. We will be reading books based 

on Pirates. As well as this, we will be practising and performing Nursery Rhymes. 

We will be focusing on; If you’re happy and you know it, Hickory dickory dock, 

Humpty Dumpty, Twinkle twinkle and Goldilocks. 

Here are some book recommendations to help with learning at school this term: 

Elmer Pirates 

Elmer in the snow Pirates love underpants 

Elmer and the rainbow Captain Flinn and the Pirate 

dinosaurs 

Elmer and the lost teddy Jake and the Netherland Pirates 

Elmer in stilts The Pirates next door 
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Maths Learning  

In Maths this term we will be looking at Place Value and we will be reviewing 

counting, reading and writing numbers up to 20. We will then move onto counting, 

reading and writing numbers up to 30.  

English Learning 

In English this term we will be focusing on using capital letters, full stops and 

orally rehearsing what we are going to be writing by saying it out loud 3 times. 

Please see our class topic web for more learning opportunities this term. 

Values 

This term we will be focusing on the values Respect and Courage and these will link 

into our whole school Values ethos and our 3 school rules. These are; Be safe, be 

kind, be respectful. We will use on these rules to enable us to keep safe around 

school, with our peers and the adults around the school. 

Reading Books and Home Learning 

Each week the children will be able to choose reading books to bring home with 

them from the classroom. The children will change their books on a Monday and 

Thursday. Please ensure that you are recording each time you have read with your 

child in their Yellow reading record. We will check the reading records on a daily 

basis and will also record the colour book level that the children are on in them. 

For homework, it is expected that the children are reading at home every day and 

this is recorded in their reading record. The children will also have a Purple 

Keywords book. The children will be tested on these on a weekly basis and will have 

a week to practise reading and spelling the words. Please practise these every day 

at home. There are many ways that you can practise them, here are a few ideas: 

*Rainbow writing 

*Wordsearches 

*Look, cover, write and check 

*In water, sand, flour 

*Using magnetic letters 

*Saying them out loud 

 



 

Please can we have the children’s reading record and keywords book in school every 

day. It is important that we have the Keywords book in every day as they children 

may for some reason not always be tested on the same day, however we will 

endeavor to make sure they are tested on the same day each week. 

 

PE 

 

In Year 1 our PE day is a Monday, your child can come to school in their PE kit. 

Their PE kit must include blue or black shorts or trousers, a white or sports PE top 

and trainers. Please make sure trousers and a jumper are worn in the winter 

months. 

 

Please note that the water fountains are out of use so please ensure you provide 

your child with a water bottle every day, the water bottle can be refilled in the 

classroom. 

 

I am really looking forward sharing the year 1 journey with you all. 
.  

 

Warm regards, 

Miss Barham 


