
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As it has been a long time since many of our children have been in school, I first want to say 

a big ‘welcome back!’ I know many of you may be feeling nervous about coming in but I want 

to reassure you that all of our school staff have been working so hard to ensure that the 

school and our class is as safe as it can possibly be. While our way of doing things will be 

slightly different as we adapt to the current situation, our children are our number 1 priority 

and I am really excited and looking forward to meeting many of you for the first time.  

Alongside this letter, you should receive a Topic Web which will detail all the topics we will be 

looking at across the first term. Our first two class texts will be a wonderful picture book 

called ‘Black Dog’ and two excellent texts, ‘Henry VIII: Guilty or Innocent?” and “My Friend 

Walter” by Michael Morpurgo. This will link into one of my favourite History topics of the 

Tudors and the fascinating world of Henry VIII. 

Our Values this term are ‘Respect’ and ‘Courage’. We will also be introducing a brand-new 

Wellbeing Curriculum based on ‘The 5 Ways to Wellbeing’ to help the children settle back 

into school life. Our first focus is ‘Keep Learning’. Your child will be familiar with our three 

school rules of ‘Be Safe, Be Kind, Be Respectful’ but lots of time will also be devoted to 

introducing the children to new routines to help keep them safe. Times for these short 

sessions are detailed in an example timetable, which you should receive alongside this 

letter. 

At Rodbourne, and Robins class in particular, we are huge fans of reading and firmly believe 

in how developing a love of reading can have huge benefits, not only in spelling and writing 

but across the curriculum. I have attached a small selection of recommended books below, 

some of which we have in class and many others to keep an eye out for. However, most 

important is to simply choose a book that you can read and enjoy! Children will be able to 

change their books and take books home on Mondays and Thursdays, in order to ensure 

that books are not being shared unsafely. (If you have borrowed any school books from Mrs 

Brown or the library last year, bring those in and we can return them safely and ensure the 

next group of children will be able to enjoy them.) 

 

 

Class Newsletter: Year 3 Robins 

Date: Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework and spellings will be set on Friday to be handed in and marked the following 

Friday. This will be used to consolidate and extend what the children have learned, and as 

often as possible, will be a creative or open-ended project linked to our topic learning. 

Sometimes there will be online learning tasks through Purple Mash. Each child will have a 

homework book to complete any written tasks or in case they are unable to access online 

learning. 

Alongside this, the children will also have weekly spellings to practice and occasional times 

table tests (we will be focusing on the 3, 4 and 8 times tables this year). It is also our 

expectation that the children read regularly at home; this should be recorded in the child’s 

Reading Record, which should be present in school every day. I strongly recommend reading 

at home for at least 15 minutes every day and there may be small rewards in class for our 

most avid readers! 

PE will be taught on Tuesday afternoons by a combination of myself and Swindon Town. 

Children will need to come to school already dressed for PE on this day. They should wear PE 

uniform only (Blue/ Black Tracksuit Bottoms or Shorts, White PE Top, Blue or Black PE Track-

Top or School Jumper, Trainers).  

Children will also need to bring in a refillable water bottle each day. Unfortunately, we are 

unable to use water fountains but our class has a drinking water tap for the children to use 

when needed.   

Finally, one last reminder that our school day will begin at 8:40 where the children can enter 

through The Broadway gate into our door leading onto the playground and exit via the main 

gate. They can be collected from the same place at 3.20pm. Please arrive as close to this 

time as possible to allow for social distancing on the playground.  

Again, I am really looking forward to meeting and working with you all and excited for the 

year ahead. Please get in touch if you have any questions or queries – just let the school 

office know via phone or email and we can arrange a meeting or phone call. 

Best wishes and looking forward to a great year ahead, 

Mr Read 



 

 

 

 

 

 


