
Sumerian Gods 

Name Key fact 

1.Enlil God of wind, air, earth and storms and 
‘father of the gods’. 

2. Ninhursag Goddess of the earth and responsible 
for creating plants and life on earth.  

3. Enki God of water and responsible for 
bringing the arts and sciences to 
mankind. 

4. Utu God of the sun and responsible for 
ensuring all was well in the world. 

5. Ninurta God of war. In many legends he 
battled with vicious monsters. 

 

 

 

Location 

Sumer was the 
southernmost region of 
Ancient Mesopotamia. 
It was based around 
the point where the 
Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers meet – this area 
is now mostly in 
modern day Iraq. 

Year 5 Knowledge Organiser 
Key vocabulary 

Civilisation The society, culture an way of life 
of particular people and places. 

Mesopotamia The land between the Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers. The name is 
Greek for ‘between rivers’. 

Sumerian A person who lived in Ancient 
Sumer. 

Ziggurat A Sumerian temple which had 
three platforms and steep steps up 
to the temple at the top. 

Cuneiform The ancient writing system of 
Mesopotamia. 

Gilgamesh Was the King of the Sumerian city-
state of Uruk and a hero in 
Mesopotamian myths and legends. 

Standard of Ur A Sumerian artefact made of a long 
wooden box, decorated with a 
mosaic. It is a story of war and 
peace. 

Tigris/Euphrates The two rivers that surround 
Ancient Mesopotamia.  

Cultivation  The act of growing something, 
especially crops. Farming was very 
important to the Sumerians. 

 

 

-Each Sumerian city had its own god. There were 

many gods and hundreds of minor gods. 

- The Sumerian month was always 30 days long 

and based on the movement of the moon. 

-The Sumerians used the number 60 as a base. 

They are the reason why a minute is 60 seconds. 

- The Sumerians are believed to have been the 

first to have developed writing. They used a 

writing system called cuneiform. 

Key facts 

5000BC – People 

began to move into 

the area of 

Mesopotamia that 

we call Sumer. 

4000BC – The 

Sumerians begin 

building temples for 

their gods known as 

Ziggurats  

3500BC – The wheel 

is invented. At first 

for potter’s wheels. 

Later, it is used for 

chariots. 

3300BC – Pottery 

starts to be mass 

produced. 

3000BC – The 

Sumerians start to 

use mathematics. 

Looms are used to 

weave fabric. 

2700BC – Gilgamesh 

becomes the 5th King of 

Uruk. He features in some of 

the most important 

Sumerian myths and legends. 

2500BC – The Royal 

Standard of Ur is 

made. 

2330BC – The 

Sumerians are 

conquered by the 

Akkadians. 
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4.                                    5. 

Life in Ancient Sumer 

 
 
 
Clothes 

Clothing was made out of wool and flax. Men 
often had long hair and beards. Men wore 
long skirts and no shirts. Women wore floor-
length gowns that covered their shoulder. 

 
Food 

Ancient Sumerians largely ate what they 
farmed. Including wheat, barley, lentils, beans, 
garlic, onions and milk. They did eat some 
meat usually from goats and cattle. 

 
 
 
Writing 

Sumerians are believed to be the first to have 
developed writing. They wrote on clay to 
create their wedge shaped writing called 
cuneiform which consisted of small pictures. 

 
 
 
Agriculture 

The Sumerians made great advancements in 
farming. Living in the ‘fertile circle’ and using 
their agriculture techniques meant they could 
stay and live in the same place. 

 


