
Climate change 

Human activities such as burning fossil 
fuels and deforestation are releasing gases 
into the atmosphere that are causing the 
temperature of the Earth to rise and its 
climate to change. The Arctic landscape 

and wildlife are at risk due to this change. 
Scientists are concerned that the rising 

global temperature is causing the polar ice 
to melt. If the polar ice melts, sea levels 

and temperatures will rise, weather 
patterns will change and the polar regions 

will be damaged. 

 

Human and physical features Arctic Antarctic 
Animals 

 
 
 
 

polar bears, 
lemmings and 

narwhals. 

penguins, elephant 
seals and 

wandering 
albatross. 

Inhabitants 

 
 
 

 

Home to a range of 
native people 

including Inuits, 
Yakuts and the Sami. 

No people 
permanently live 

here. 

Daylight 

 
 
 

 

Constant darkness in winter and constant 
daylight in summer. 

                       Climate Average winter 
temperature -34°C 
and average summer 
temperature of 3-12° 
C. 

Lowest 
temperature on 
earth (-89.22°C) 
recorded here. 

 

Ernest Shackleton 

Ernest Shackleton was an explorer who in 
1914, chartered an expedition to Antarctica. 

Disaster struck when his ship, the 
Endurance, was crushed by ice. He and his 
crew drifted on sheets of ice for months 

until they reached Elephant Island. 
Shackleton eventually rescued his crew, all 
of whom survived the ordeal. He later died 

while setting out on another Antarctic 
expedition. 

 

 

 

Year 5 Knowledge Organiser 
Key vocabulary 

Continent The world's main continuous expanses of land 
(Europe, Asia, Africa, North and South America, 
Australasia & Oceania, Antarctica) 

Climate change Big change in the weather over a long time, now 
made worse by human pollution 

Northern 
hemisphere 

The half sphere of Earth which is North of the 
equator. 

Southern 
hemisphere 

The half sphere of Earth which is South of the 
equator. 

Latitude Imaginary parallel lines that circle the globe from 
east to west. 

Longitude Imaginary lines which run north to south across the 
globe from pole to pole. 

Equator An imaginary line around the middle of the globe. 

Inuit A member of a group of indigenous peoples of 
northern Alaska, Arctic Canada, and Greenland. 

Expedition A journey undertaken by a group of people with a 
particular purpose. 

 

-The Earth has two polar regions: The Arctic Circle in 

the Northern Hemisphere and the Antarctic Circle in 

the Southern Hemisphere. 

-Antarctica is the world’s fifth-largest continent and 

is covered in an ice sheet that is up to 4800m thick. 

-The Arctic region consists of the Arctic Ocean and 

the northern parts of Canada, Alaska, Russia, Finland, 

Sweden, Norway, Greenland and Iceland. 

-Much of the polar regions is covered with snow and 

ice all year round. Polar landscape features include 

glaciers, ice fields and icebergs. 

 

Key facts 
  


